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-.··The' skyw-atching season is upon us .once again - and UFO 
researchers the length and .,breadth of the country will be 
maintaining all�night vigil·s on lonely hillt.ops, sweBping the skies 
with binoculars and telescopes, searching for the slightes.� sign� or· 
anything unusual. 

· ' · 

But do skywatche·s have any intrinsic ufological value? 
Statistically, at any r·ate,· the odds are heavily against a genuine 
UFO o� flying-saucer being seen during the few hours duration of a 
skywatch; although some enthusiastic, but untrained, individuals 
wi]__l always insist that the satellite, high-flying aircraft or 

·meteorological balloon they saw was really a saucer. 

, ·. Ufologists seem to be divided into . .tw.o distinct camps on the 
skywat'ch issue: those pro-skywatch, arid those anti-skywatch. At· 
one time I was very much pro-skywatch, bu� my views have been 
gradually hardening on the merits of sitting out in the cold all 
night, unless there is a strong possibility of a UFO being seen. 
At pres.ent I am sitting on the fence, swaying towards the "anti" side • 

. .... · :  Skywatche s are obviously· justified in places su.ch as Warminster, 
where sightings are continually reported. But do the run-of-the-mill 
skywatches really help ufology, apart from presenting an opportunity 
to train the uninitiated in how not to mistake a conventional object, 
or natural phenomena, for a flying-saucer? Would not the skywatch 
researchers be aiding ufology more by, for example, discussing ways 
_in which investigation techniques could be i mproved, and analysing 
·sighting reports made by other pe qp�e? 

Ind-eed, if it can be shown that skywatches do little to 
further the UFO movement in general, apart from the rare occasions 
when UFOs make several visits to one place, why not phase them out 
altogether? For UFO research is, unfortunately, becoming synonymous 
with skywatches. And we all know only to o well that there is far 
mo�e to ufologicnl research than ·spending. a night on top of a 
windswept hill. There is s omething else to . consi�er tdo. Skywatches 
usually attract publicity - of the wrong kind. Consequently 
_q.fologists, in the eyes of many people, are starry-eyed cranks always 

·gazing heavenwards. I think the merits and demerits of skywatches 
should be discussed much more frequently� For this reason I have 
decided to carry out a survey on this very'issue. I urge members, 

_ consultants and non-me mbers to complete the form sent out �ith each 
,
.
�··· copy of this magazine and send it back to me as so on as possible. 

Results of the survey will be published in the next issue of "Pegasus". 
Letters and articles on skywatches vlill also be considered for 
publication. 

·- Ron Toft 
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A man who tried to approach a UFO that had landed at a disused· 
aerodrome, only to find himself held back by a mysterious invisible 
force, is t he subj ect of an ext remely interesting report recently 
unearthed from the f iles of the British UFO Research Association. 

SIGAP Chairman O mar Fowler, newly appointed investigations 
co-ordinator for BUFORA, came across the case while sorting and 
cataloguin g  the repor.ts in the association's files. 

Alt hough the incident in question took place back in 1957, I 
make no apologies for giving a f ull accoun t of it, in view of the 
fact that it is·a "hard-core" UFO case with physical effects involved. 

The in itial sighting occur�ed at 4.50 a. m. on one May morning. 
Tan ker driver Mr.· J .  P. (he wishes to �emain an onymous, although I 
have his full name, address, and other biographical de tails) had. 
pulled on to the edge of a disused war-time aerodrome at Winkleigh, 
Devon, " to have my flask of cof fee". After a f ew minutes Mr. J. F. 's 
atten tion was drawn to an object sitting on the end of the runway. 
" I  noticed what appeared to be a submarine. My first thought was 

:. -dhow did it get there? 1" The lorry driver thought the object looked 
·n ew. He con tinues� "I sat and watched this for some minutes. Then I 
-��ought I would take a closer look and got out of the cab and w

·
alked 

··towards it". 

After Mr.o J .  P. got to w·ithin "some 200 yards" of the UFO, he 
f ound it impossible to go any f urther. A forcef ield, which he 
de sqribes as "just like walking into a cushion" , held him back . This 
was the first indication to Mr. J .  P. that there was anything out of 
the ordinary. While held at bay by the forcef ield, Mr. J .  P. suddenly 
saw the ·" submarin e" rise n oiselessly into the sky. " This thing wen t  · 
straight up :Like an elevator f or about 1,200 feet. Then it wen t of f 
towards the North Devon coasto The spe ed was terrificu. 

Mr. J .  P. who is married and lives in Yeovil, Somerset, says in 
the BUFORA ·sighting report f orm that the UFO was visi'ble for " ten to 
f if teen minut es" . When accelerating away, the object moved in fron t 

··of trees arid a low hill, establishing without a doubt tha-t it was 
definitely a. physical t hing. The UFO made no sound at any time while 
un der observation. Mr. J. P. said the metallic f luorescent blue. UFO 
wa:s. 11almost submar fn e shaped, apart from the tail fins " .  The edges of 
the:_ UFO were sharply defin ed. He adds that when he first saw the 

_ _  obj.'ect he was looking in a fM direction . When it moved of f, it headed 
·NW. The sky was clear at the time of the sighting� It was dry wit h 

a warm light breeze. 
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Mr·. J .  P. d id no t re po rt wha t he had se e n  to  the pr e ss .o r  
pol i ce . · "Who \tfOUld be l ie ve me ? "  He sa i d  t he UFO was a bo ut " as long  
a s . an . airl ine r" _, and  be twe e n 28 and 30 fe e t  i n  he igh t .  Mr.  J .  P., 
wh o i s  a bul k l i quid  t r anspo r t  dr ive r , ha s o ne di sabi l i ty.- he _ i s  
lo n g -si g h te d . B ut i n  my o p i nio n thi s i s  unlike ly t o  have a se rio us 
e ffe c t  o n  t he ac c ur a cy of h i s  r e po rt .  

T he BUFO RA r e por t for m i s  a c comp anie d by an  e val ua t i on she e t. 
On i t  D r. J o h n  C le ar y �B aker , BUFORA E va lua t i o n  Off i c .er ,  says�  " The 
nar r a tive ha s a ri ng of t ruth and i s  a mqst fa sc i na t i ng one • .  I. th ink 
it de se r ve s  car e f ul st udy . I t  is pe rhaps o ne of th e mo st si gn if icant  
B UFORA h as r e ce i ve d  fo r a long  t i me " .  Dr . C l e n ry-Ba ke r  adds t ha t  i t  
i s  a p i t y  so mnny ye a rs had t o  e l ap se be fo re the case came t o  lig h t .  
" I  am i n  n o  do ub t th at t he w i t ne ss sa w a g r o unde d UFO , wh i ch too k  off 
whe n he appr oa che d i t .  T he fo rce -b arr ie r  ar o und t he o bj e c t  is a 
n ote  war t hy f e a t  u.r e " • Mr • J • P • f i l le d i n  t he B UF ORA for m o n  
No vembe r 21 , 1 966 . D r . Cle a ry - Ba ke r wr ote  h is r e por t o n  J une 21 ,  1 96 8 . 
I n  v ie w  o f  the  fact t h a t  D r . C le a ry-Bake r,  also Edi t or of the BUFORA 
Jo urnal , c o ns ide r s  t he c a se wor t hy of " c ar e f ul st udy " ,  i t  i s  a gr e a t 
shame , i n  fact a ufo lo g i cal si n ,  tha t no B UFORA re pre se nta t i ve fo ll owe d 
i t  up. R e ce n t ly I wr o t e  t o  Mr . J. P., al tho ug h I must adm i t  I d id n't 
re al ly e xpe ct a r �y .  B u t  a r e ply I d i d

.
ge t ,  a nd a ve r y  i n t e r est i ng 

o ne at  that . 

Mr . J .  P. say s  i n  h i s  le t t er , da t ed A pr il 23, _tha t the for cef iel d 
" se eme d t o  c omple te ly sur r o und .the  o b je c t a nd o n  try i ng to wal k 
towa rd s  i t , t he fe e l i ng was l i ke wal ki ng in to an  inv i si b le a ir 
c ush i o n  r esi st i ng yo ur mo ve me n t .  Yo u c o uld a c t ually l ean o n  i t " .  
A f te r  t he UFO had take n off , Mr. J. P .  wa s " a b le t o  wal k wi t h  no 
d if f i c ul t y to whe r e ·  i t  had be e n. T he o nly irid i c a t ion o f  i t s  p re se nce 
wa s a b la c k p owde r c ir cle , app r o xima tely 50 fe e t  in d i ame te r . T h is 
bla c k  cir cle wa s ver y  fa int  and f i ne .  I t  l o o ke d  li ke bur n t  car bon .  
N a t ur al ly I d id n ' t  t o uch i t  t o  f i nd o ut " . C o n t inue s Mr . J .  P . � "My 
pe r sonal fe e l i ng s  we r e  o ne of i n te nse re l ie f  a t  i t s

.
de par t ur e • . 

Me n t al ly i t  fe l t a s  i f  a we igh t had be e n  l if te d  fro m me , but physi cally 
I fe l t  no pa i n , sh o ck ,  t i ng li ng , l o ss. of me illor .Y. or  .. . any o th e r  i ll 
e ffe c t " . O n  the ·day o f  t he · sig h t i ng Mr. J .  P. was dr iving a m i l k  
tanke r fr om We st o n-S upe r -Mar e , Some r se t ,  to  T or r ing to n , D e vo n . 
He g o es o n  ho say . i n  h i s le t te r  tha t wh en h e  se t o ut o n  t he j o urne y 
h is wa t ch h ad bee n cor r e c t . B ut whe n he ar r i ve d a t  t he T o r ring t o n  
f a ct 6r y " my wa t ch was 20. minute s slow " . Wa t che s have be e n  si mi l a rl y  
aff ec t e d  i n  o the r UFO c a se s . 

· 

. A par t fr om .the May ,  1957, si g h t,i ng ,  Mr .  J .  P .  h a s  ne ve r se en a 
UFO. "Th is  subje c t  i n t er est s me and I' o nly w i sh one knew wha t  and  
wh o they  ar e .  · T her e we r e  no l it t le gr ·e e n  me n or sig n  of h uman or  
o t he rw ise life . P le a se ,  r am .no t a. cr aqk .  T he si le n ce of i t s  fl y i ng 
o pe r a t io n for a t h i ng so lar ge , has: neve r ce a se d  t o  ama ze me , a s  i t  
appe ar e d  t o  be the siz e  of a large  submar ine " .  

Mr . J .  P .  be l i e ve s many pe o ple saw the UFO i n  t he a i r . A t  
le a st one o t he r· per .so n saw i t  o n  the r un w·ay . The o t he r w i t ness, 
l i ke Mr. J .  P . , does .. n .o t  wa nt p�?l i ci ty; and i s  r e l uc t an t t o  c o me . 
fo rwar d .  I t  wa s Mr·• -J .- P. ' s  w1fe wh o sug g este d h er h usband ,sho uld 
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tell BUFORA of the sighting. "My wife rather forced the issue". 
After receiving the letter from Mr. J� P., I compiled a special 
questionnaire and sent it to him. He very kindly filled it in. Most 
of the questions conqern small points not mentioned in his original 
report. Mr. J. P. estimates the UFO was 150 yards from his lorry 
when he first saw it� I n  answer to another question he says he was 
some 90 yards from the UFO when he came up against the forcefield, · 
whereas in the BUFORA report form he gives the figure 200 yards. This 
is the only discrepancy I have come across. B ut I don't think we 
should let this worry us too much. Inde ed, it is very fortunate 
M·r. J . • _·P. manages to remember .so many of the details. 

1' : SKETCH OF UFO SEE N BY TA NKER DR I VER 
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RE AR VI EW 

Mr. J .  P. also says in his letter that at the time of the 
-, .. sighting the aerodrome was not used for anything. Now there is 

·a saw mill, a fuel dump for a farmers1 depot, and a go-cart track. 

Winkleigh, where the UFO was seen;; is a small Devon village 
straddling the B. 3220 road• It is 23 miles from Exeter and 
appro7tmately nine miles, as the crow flies, to Okehampton, where 

·the "flying-crosses" of 1967 were seen. · 

fiOW TO CATCH YOUR WI TNE SS  AT H I S  BR IGHTEST · B v  D a n Butcher: Most of 
us are all too familiar· with the distressing experience of a 

, p$.riodically fading memory. At one time we are able to remember 
something quite clearly, only to forget i.t later ... UFO witnesses, 
we may be sure, are not exempt from this human failing. How often 
has a "follow _-up'' brought to light some. new detail? How gratifying 
·tp the investigator if he could calculate the time of the witness' 
periodical·recall of the incident? If only we knew • • • •  

_Well, early on in this century such periods were recognised 
and worked out. The y turned out to be ·cycles of 28 days for women 
and 23 days for men; with lesser cycles of 18 hoQrs for women and 
23 hours for men. A man with borderline qualities has a period of 
21 ipstead of 23 hours. D r . Wilhelm Fliess put forward these 
observations working from a physiological standpoint, while 
D.r. Herman Swoboda noted psychological periodicities of .similar 
dliration. Dr. Rudolf van Urban utilised · the- cycles in his 

• 
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p sych i atr i c  p r ac tice , being abl e to for etel l for in stance , th e 
p er io d s  o f  h i s patients' comp ul sio ns . Von Ur ban t el ls u s  i n  h is 
bo o k  "B eyo nd H uman KnovTledg e" , that periods of r eco ll ec t i on and 
forgetfulness coincide 1.-ri th the se cycles, and he recounts ho w 
D r . S wob od a  demonstrated th is to h im b y  g etti ng h im t o  m emo r i s e a 
poem wh ic h ,  o f course, he subsequently a lmo s t  who l ly forgo t ,  but 
wh ic h  was brought i nt o  complete r ecal l at the sxpect ed ti me , wh i c h  
had b een wor ked o u t  almost to the minuteo 

So t h en ,  it seems that all we have to  do is to ma ke a shr ewd 
assessment"of our wi t n es s '  cycles.oooooeoo 

· ·-·------· --� 

SIGAP's fourth D.tlnuo.l mect:_r-g \·i"a.s hs�_d on Tuesday, May 5, 
i n  t he canteen o f  the Plastic Coatings Factory, Guildfor d . 
Unfor t unately , attendance �.-tns �o'l.·.r •• only 15 or so people tur ni ng 
up , inc l ud i ng officers l 

T he · fo l lowing officers �ers elected� 

.CHAIRJ'.1AN' � ')ma_!' Fo·vrl-=_:; r .i"�G-slec�ed) o 

VICE�CH AIRHAN � Ps ·�or Hill C ne\v· post)� 
SECRET "DY D. ' B 

. I - .L. ;:! ) 1 1. \ _ _  � _ 1 c l{ e e ·c; \. r E. - e _I_ 2 c u c .....;. a 

TREASURER� �·�iss 1'1-J.jo.i:'ie Dnlloy (Jean FovTle.r did not seek 
. re -e 1 e c t i o n) • 

MAGAZINE EDITQ:;� �on �oft (rc-3lectec.) o 

LIBRARIAN� Dick Col oo.r reo 

SIGAP's Executive Committee consists of - as wel l ns the 
above officers - Dan Butche.r. r.nd· Robert Skfnner. 

RECEIPT� 

Br o ug h t  fo!'Fa!'d� £t:- 6s 2do 
SubscriptioL:;� £5J 5s C�o 
Miscellaneous: £7 14s 6d" 
Magazi ne sQles� £22 16s 3do 

·Donations� £3 10s Odo 

TOTAL� £88 l l s lld� 

Credits� £88 ll2 lldo 
Debits� £85 l�s 9d. 

BALANCE� £2 18_� 2c;. 

Postage� £16 7s 6d. 
3ta�ionery� £45 14s 9d. 
Research: £13 2s 5d • 

Miscellaneous� £10 9s l d .  

Accou�ts were aud i t ed b y  
SIGAP Secre tary D ick Beet . 
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T he fo llowing ar e c o nde n s e d ve r s io ns o f  t he r e por t s  g ive n a t . 
the annual me e t ing b y  S IG AP C ha irman O mar Fowler  and S IG AP S e cr e tar y 
Dic k Be e t �  

C H A I R M A N ' S 

B y 0 m a r 

R E P. 0 R T 

F o w 1 e r 

The pas t ye ar ha s be e n  a quie t ye ar , bu t far  f rom une ve n t ful.  
Pa u sing f or a mome nt to  r e f le c t upo n some o f  th e happe ning s ,  we  can  
r e c a ll th a t  on  Apr il 2 5 , 1 96 9, t h e r e  wa s wide s pr ead in te r e s t  in t he 
me te or tha t fle w acr o s s  the  s k y, f ina lly b rea king up o ve r  Ire la nd� 
We had many te le pho ne c a lls on t ha t n ig h t ,  b ut we we re ab le to 
e s t ab lish in a ve ry sho rt t ime tha t  it c er t ainl y  wa s no t a UFO . 

O n  May 1 2 ,  196 9, we had o ne o f  the mo s t  s ignif ica nt UFO e ve n t s  
o f  th � ye ar , wh e n  a r e d  fie r y  b a ll o f  l igh t wa s se en ho ve r ing over  
t h e  Hamp sh ir e  v i ll a ge of  Ya t e l e y b y  two  me n o n  a nigh t sh if t  at  a 
n e ar by fa c t o ry .  It wa s al so se en b y  a woma n wh o g o t up to le t he r 
dog  int o  t he gar de n, a smal l s cho olg i r l, and a no t her housew ife . We 
a ls o  lo s t  an o ld s ky-wa t ch in g  f ri end - th e giant b al lo o n  s at ell it e 
ECHO II, o n  J une 7 �  and we ll -known UFO c o n tac te e  Bar ne y H ill . S I G AP 
co n ti nue d  t o  g r ow i n  s t r e n gth a nd in J ul y  vre e nrol led OLU' lOO th 
me mb e r, Mr . Ala i n  Ho war d,  of  El s t e ad,  S urre y. The  group r e c e ived a 
ce r tain amoun t o f  c ri t ic ism for  a t te nd ing t he Nat io na l  S pa ce and UFO 
C o nve nt io n  a t  Wob ur n  Abbe y in Augu s t . Bu t we be li eve d o ur a t t e ndance 
mig h t  he lp to  c rea t e  a s t ab ilis i ng infl uence and we have no r e g r e t s  
abo ut a t t e nding t he c o nve n t io n . 

O ne . of o ur  mo s t  ac t ive membe rs , Da n But che r ,  ag a in showe d h is 
t a le nt s  b y  pr o d uc in g  a b oo kl e t o n  UFO so und s - a re a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  to 
t he uf o lo g y  s ce n e .  Dan is a lready wide ly know n in UFO c ir c le s be c a us e  
o f  h is e xc e lle nt UFO pa in t in gs . He r ece nt l y  a gr e ed t o  st ar t on  a 
s e c ond se r ie s  de p ic t ing the mor e up - t o -da t e s igh t ing s .  We will a ll 
e ag e rly lo o k  fo rwar d to  se e ing t he m . 

Alth ough the re  ha s be e n  a r ise in co s t s d uring the pa s t  ye ar we 
we re ab le t o  re main s ol ve n t b y  chang ing o ur mag a z ine " Pe g a su s " t o  a 
b i-mo n th ly p rod uc t io n  in s t ea d  o f  a mo n t h l y. T he pr ob le m  of co s t s ha s 
be e n  ca u se d  ma inly b y  the r ise in po s t ag e  r a t e s and no t by t he 
mag a z ine it self .  We ha ve de c ide d no t t o  a s k  for the me mber sh ip fe e to 
b e  inc r ea se d, b u t to car r y  on a s  we ar e fo r a s  l o ng a s  po s s ib le . If 
the  r umo ur o f _f.o rth coming cha ng e s in the po s t al r at es is t r ue ,  t h en 
we will have no al t e rnat ive b u t  to incr e ase t he membe r sh ip fe e a t  some 
f u t ur e  d a t e. Bu t f or the mome n t , wh ile we ne e d  no t ,  we will no t .  

In s p it e  o f  the adve r se p ub lic it y give n to  UFO r e s ear ch b y  the 
Co ndo n Re p or t ,  I fe e l  tha t  t h e  init ial wide lo s s  of in t er e s t ha s now 
c ome t o  a n  e nd .  T h e  r epo rt may h ave dishe a rt ene d ma ny inve s t ig a t or s ,  
b ut it ha s no t affe c t e d  the w i t ne s se s ,  one o f  whom wa s h e ar d  t o  say� 
"T he Co nd on wha t ? " 

• 
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S E C R E T A R Y ' S R E P 0 R T 

B y D i c k B e e t 

Dur ing t he pa s t  ye ar , SIGAP ha s a c c e p te d  a f ur ther  2 7  me mbe r s .  
T h is me ant  tha t a t  th e comple t i o n  of t h e  th ird  ye ar o f  the gr oup 's 
exis te nce , we h ad 85 cur r ent membe r s . T he ove r all .ma inte na nce o f  
S IGAP 's membe r s h ip i s  s ur pr i s ing ,  c on s id er ing t he l ul l  in U. K .  
s igh t ing r e p or t s  l as t  ye ar , p ub l ic a t i o n  o f  the ne g a t ive C o nd on R ep or t , 
a nd the d i s b anding of Pr oje ct B l ue bo o k ,  the off i ci �l USAF age ncy f or 
r e ce i ving and e val uat ing UFO r e p or t s .  

Al t h ough ''Pe g a s u s " ha s now be come a b i-month ly jo ur nal - a me a s ure 
t a k e n  t o  r e duce the colo s sal po s t ag e  and s t at io ne r y b i l l  --the e d it or ial 
con t e n t  can be  said t o  h ave r a i se d  i t  to a ve ry  hig h  compar a t i ve 
p o s it io n . . T h e  pr i n t  or de r i s  200 for e a ch i s s ue and many co p ie s a re 
s o ld a t  nat ional me e t ing s .  I wo uld a s k th at mor e c o n tr ib u t i o n s  be 
se n t  t o  R o n  Tof t . 

"A R e f e r e nce Bo o k  o f  UFO So und s " b y  Dan Bu t che r h a s  pro ve d  a 
be s t  se lle r .  T he s t o ck o f  lOO copie s i s  now ge t t i ng l ow .  Many 
f avo ur able comme n t s have be e n  ·made ab out  t he p ubl i c a t i o n  and th e wor k 
tha t we n t  int o  i t . Two f urt h er  boo kl e t s  ar e in t he pipe l i ne . A ny 
me mbe r who feel s he or she could wr i t e  a b o o kl et on some a spBc t o f  
UFO r es e ar ch sh o ul d  c o n t a c t  o n e  o f  the committe e me mber s .  

Empha s i s  d ur ing the pa s t  ye ar ha s bee n pla ce d  mor e on s ig h t i ng 
inve s t i g a t io n  t h ao a ctually wa t ch i ng for unusual ae r i al ph enomena. 
Ho we ve r , t h e nat io nal s kywat ch h eld l as t  J une wa s mor e s cie n t ific ally 
pr e par ed than in  pr e v io u s  ye ar s a nd wa s a gre at  s u c ce s s .  �sig h t i ng 
inve s t ig a t i o n s  have be en car r ie d  o u t  in gr ea t er de t a il t han i n  the 
ear ly day s of th e g r o up and , c o n s eq uen t l y, h ave r e s ul t e d  in a h ig h er 
p er ce nt ag e of po s i t ive r es ul ts .  

S I  GAP r ·e p r  e se  n ta t i ve s a t  t ende d the BUFO RA Br ist ol , C 8IDbr idge 
and N or t h er n  co nfer e nce s dur ing the co ur se of t h e  ye ar . C ha ir man 
Omar F owle r wa s e le ct e d  B UFO RA Inves t ig a t i on s  C o -or d ina tor and 
''P eg a s u s "  Ed i tor Ro n T o f t wa s a p p oint e d  t o  a ho ar d o f  e d i tor ial 
co nsul ta n t s i n  c onne c t i o n  w i t h  th e BUFO RA Jo ur nal . T im C h il de r h o u se · , 
o ur space co n s ul tant , wa s t he mai n  l ect ur er at the J a nuary B UFO RA 
mee t i ng and Omar Fowl e r  g ave a t al k  o n  S IG AP inve s t ig a t ion s a t  t he 
f o l l owing o ne .  

T h e  comi ng ye ar w il l ,  I h o pe , pr ove tha t SI G AP is now c apab le 
o f  thor o ug h  and use f ul s ci e n t if i c  i nve s t i g a ti o n s  i nt o  t he UFO 
p he nome na .  

UF O s  MAY H AVE BEE� FL ARES � S IGAP I nves t ig ator D i ck C o lbor ne ha s come 
t o  the c on cl u s i o n  t ha t  the two ye l l ow e l l i p t ical ma s s e s of lig h t  
se e n  cir cl ing a t r ee . i n  C h obham , S ur r e y ,  one oig ht i n  Mar ch t h i s  y ear , 
may have be en Ar my f l ar e s .  T h e  l ig h t s wer e  s e e n by 1 8-ye ar old s t ude nt  
C hr is H ug he s and h i s g i r l frie nd. T her e  ar e e x t e n s ive Ar my r a nge s in 
t h e  v i ci n i ty of Ch obham and B i sle y ,  and n igh t a c t i v i ty i s  far fr om 
unu s ual . 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+ + 
+ IS THE RE LIF E ON O THER WO RLD S ? + 
+ + 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Investigation of the solar .system will greatly enhance man's 
understanding of many o f  the myst er ies surrounding his.relationship 
to the Universe. What was the manner o f  formation of planets and 
satellites? Are solar systems a c o mmo n occurrence in the Universe? 
Are there clues to the o r ig in o f  life to b e  fo und o n  other planets? 
Does life exist elsewhere in the solar system? Is it a common 
phenomenon in the Univer se? 

Mankind ha s wo nd er ed abo ut s u c h  fundamental questions for 
c enturi es . T h e po s sib il ity that some of them may be answered through. 
space expl or a tion  exc it es broad interest. Po s itive r es ul ts from a 
s ea r c h  f or ex t r a t e rr e s t r ial l ife c o ul d  have eno r mo u s impac t  o n  
mankind . Aside from the incalc ula ble p syc ho log ical and ph i l o soph ica l 
eff ec t s ,  add i t io nal unde r s t anding c o uld  b e  g a in ed o f  the fundamental 
qualities wh i c h  d i s t ing u i sh th e li vi ng s ys t e m  fr o m  the non-living 
enviro nment ,  o f  the or gani sa t io n  o f  l ivi ng s ystem s ,  of essential 
mo lec ul ar f unc tio n s  o f  t er r es t r ial organisms, and per hap s of disease 
and th e ag eing pr o c es s .  

The history o f  man's und er s t and i ng o f  h im s el f  and h is 
r el a t i o n sh ip t o  the r e s t o f  his envir onme nt , b oth living and other­
wise, has b een mar ked b y  a numb er o f  ma jor changes, as a result of 
scientific observation and ex perim ent . So me o f  the mor -e impo r tant  
are: 

· 

(a ) T h e  C o p er nic u s  R evo l u t io n, whtch removed the c o nc ep t  o f  
the earth as the centr e of the Universe� 

· 

(b ) The Darwinian Revolution, which changed man 's vi ew of 
himself as the cent�e o f  the l iving ter restrial ·wo rld . 

(c)· The mid-Twentieth Century explo s io n  o f  o ur molec ul a r  
·knowledge of living systems, with the c o n s �qu ent reco gnition 
of the fundamental unity o f  all . t er r es tr ial l if e  in these 
terms. 

· 

( d ) The beginning of an under standing o f  the nature o f  the 
human c o ns c ie nt iousne ss, the storing and pr o c es s ing of 
information and th e pr o c es s  o f  human communication. 

Another revol ution? 

The discovery o f  any l i ving· s ys t em el s ewh er e  may produce 
another s uch r evol u tion in ma n 's v i ew o f  h im s el f  i n  r ela t i o n  to his 
Universe. 

• 
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When Dr. Orr Eo Reynol ds , Direc tor of Bio scien ce Programm es in 
NASA's O ff ice of Space Science and A ppl ic a tions, outlined the spa ce 
a gency's exobio logy programmG � hs he.d th is to say a bout the 
possibilities of·ext rater ras t:ial life� 

In 1 97 5 ,  t he Viking mi ssion w�ll bring the f ir st reports from 
the sur face of Ma rso These fl igh t programmGs give new urgency to the 
ta sk o f  perfecting technology fo:- detGc tion of life, of signs of pa st 
life, a nd of con dition s lea ding to the thre shol d of life. Scientists 
from 1 6  institutions have been selected to ma ke biological a na lyses 
of lunar ma teria l rel ea sed from qua: ... e.ntine at the Lunar Receiving 
La bora tory. The techniques to be D.sod are the ones used in r ecent 
yea rs to study ancient terrestrial ssdiments and met eoritic ma teria l. 
Prepara tions for planetary e;�plo.i.'a·�ion bave involved some of the most 
basic of studies in bio logy . �:�:e stud�e2 have .been focused on the 
origin a nd ths fundarJsntal r.2.··�l..i .. rs of j_:_fe, 

The first sta ge in the e.xobio2..ogy progra!lli:le, as it is ca lled, · 

ha s been the inve st5_gation of chemi�al ov,o luti o n , '\vhich is a nother wa y 
of sa ying preb iological ev.olutionll \·!t. have peen con cerned with the 
steps tha t lead to the beginning of :1fe . Our goal ha s been to fi nd 
the o rigina l so urces of the complic��e� molec�le s. that are the modular 
components .of living organi shs c �:.L1 2..:.'pGct of 're search in ch em ic al 
evolution is laborat or y sy.hth€st.s cf o.t:ge.nic mole c ule s under conditions 
which, a ccording to astronomical ov5.d.snce, ar·e similar to co ndit ions 
on the pr imit ive eartho Scie2tists �av8 s ynth esi sed amino acids and 
the purine and pyrimidine compou:10.� that 1n·3.�e up nucleic aci ds using 
ma teria ls th�t probably do�prised the primitive atQo sphere of earth. 
Electric sparks and L!.ltrnviolet .r �d iati on ha\"e provided energy to tie 
simple substanc e s together to rn3�a �he lon g - cha in m6lecules that 
ch ar ac terise life . 

Sea.rctin_g for cluss 

The secon d stage in r esearch or. the or igin of life ·involves the 
a na lysis of ancient rocks �nd ss dim2 nts of the ear th for fossil 
evidence of the early s teps in t.he d.eveloproen.t of life. Rocks ran ging 
in a ge up to 3,4oo million yse.rs a.ra being studied. for evidence of 
biologica l a ctivity� There havs bee� affir mative findings, but we are 

• not yet certain whic h of the or8anlc �ater�al s fo�nd in the r ocks a re 
of biological origina We hope for sati sf ac tory answers from a 
technique tha t utilises the fact that oEganic polyme rs rota te light 
beams in dif feren t dir e ctions a8cox·d�ng t6 their sources.  

A third st a ge in our investi;a�ion into the or igin of life is 
the study of str a nge , microsco:Jic:_·J.J.y srn2ll cell-1ike struc t ur es ·tha t 
ha ve some of the prcpert).3s of livi.ng �cllso Biologists ca ll them 
microspheres, and they wers first p�cduced ar t ificially in the 
la bora tory. Very simila.r stru.ctw:o2,.noi:;· ha·..re "Jeen foun d . i n a ncient 
qua rtz, suspended in totally .enclosr;d I:;P..tcl; droplets . Naturally 
occurring micr ospheres have no t _-d·l.� oeen chemically analysed precisely, 
but prelim inary analyses ind icate that �'hey a.r e composed of or ganic 
material. Microspheres display enough of the traits a ssocia ted with 
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l if e  th at the y mig h t eas ily b e  c o nf u s e d  wi th mic r o -org anisms  if 
t h ey wer e e nco unt e r ed for the f ir s t  t ime o n  a s t r ang e pla net . 
How ever , we know from o ur s tudy of ar ti f i c i al m i c r o s phe re s th at th e ir 
dynamism is a r e l at ive l y  s imple i nt er ac ti o n  o f  p hy s i c al and chemic al 
f ac t or s .  The r e is no e vi dence o f  the much mor e  complex in t e ll ig enc e 
tha t s e r ves t o  maintai n t he sys te m o f  o rg ani s a ti o n of l iving th ing s . 

As a pr agmatic t e s t  o f  b io lo g i c al the o ry , s c ie ntis t s  ar e tr y ing 
t o  assembl e 0� r ea s se mb l e  l ivi ng ce ll s fr om ce ilil ul ar c ompo nen t s . 
Alr eady th er e ha s be en s ucc es s i n  the ar t i f i c ial pr o duc t io n  of 
deo xyr ibo nuc l ei c  ac id (D NA )  and o f  cyt o pl asmi c  compo nent s fr om 
c el l ul ar ex t r ac ts . C ompl ete ce ll as sembly a p pe ar s  to  b e  po s s ibl e i n  
t he f u t ur e . 

Se l e c t i ve c o ntrol  

.until r e c ently the c apac i ty t o  mo d i fy e x is t i ng or g a nism s ha s 
·b e en · limite d- t o  the r e l at ive ly cr ude te ch niq ues o f  hybr id i s at i o n  and 
o f  'induc i ng r a ndom mut at io n . S tud ie s in mo le c ul ar b io logy , ce l l ul ar 
b io lo g y  and s ys te m s  the or y  ar e ma ki ng po s s i ble the al te r at i o n  o f  t he 
c h ar ac te r  o f  l i vi ng th i ng s  by s y nt he s is o f  de s ir e d  ge nes and the . 
al te r at io n  or ·in ac ti vat ion o f  har mf ul g e ne s  and _vir use s . Ne w me t ho d·s 
o f  chemo t he r apy and the o r et ic al ph armaco log y c an be  b as ed upo n  the s e  
s tudies .  Inde e d ,  pr e c i se se le c ti ve co ntr ol o f  he re d ity w il l  be by 
fa r t h e  mo s t  impo r ta nt a ch i e ve me nt i n  b iome di c al h i s t or y .  S t ill 
anoth er ar e a  of  s t ud y  in e xo b i o l o gy c once r ns th e ab il i ty o f  e ar th 
o Eganisms t o  a dap t to envi r o nme ntal e xtr e me s . T he f u nd ame ntal u t il i t y  
o f  th e inf o rmat io n and c o ntr o l  s y s te m  as so c i ate d w i th l ife i s  to make 
l i ving t h i ng s  adapt able so the y  c an s urvi ve and maintai n the ir 
i den t it y  eve n tho ug h  c o nd it i o ns ch ange . P e r h aps the mo s t  s i gnif ic ant 
f ac t  o f  l i f e  i s  tha t  the orga nism wi t h  t he mor e c omplex i nfor m atio n 
s ys t em is mor e adapti ve . Man s t and s a� the to p o f  the  e vo l ut io nar y 
tr ee b e  c aus e h e  i s  the mo s t  adap ti ve or g a ni sm o n  e ar t h .  

S ur viva l  and gr owth o f  m i cr o -or g ani sms ar e s t ud ie d i n· a 
s im ul at ed Mar t i a n  envir o nment . The r e ason i s  t h a t  pr ese nt knowledge 
s ugg es t s t h at M ar s  i s  the mo s t  l ikely hab i tat f or l i f e  �way fr om 
e ar t h in t h e  sol ar sy s t em .  Expedi t io n s  i nto t h e  dr y val l ey s  of the 

·Ant ar c t ic h ave pro duced infor m at io n  on l ife in a c l imat e w i th many 
·o f  th e char ac t er is t ic s  o f  t h e  Mar t i an s ur f ace . No t o nly ar e 
te mpe r at ur e s  s .imi l ar , t he r e is a s imil ar l ac k  o f  a vail abl e  wat er for 
b i'o lo g i c al .. act i vit y .  B ac t e r i a , f ung i  and alg ae ·we r e  fo und in many· 
so il s ampl es from th e Ant ar c tic val le y s . Howeve r ,  s ig nif i c ant  
c o n ce ntr at io n s o f  c ar b o n  we r e  f o und i n  s ample s from wh i ch no l i vi ng 
o r g anisms co ul d  be c ul tur e d .  T h i s par adox y ie lded to the power of  
newl y ·g aine d te chniq ues in o r g a nic ge o che mis try . The c ar bo n  was 
fo und to .be o f  l i ving or ig in._ T he c ar bo n  i s the f o s sil re s idue o f  
o r g an is �s th at we r e  al ive mil lio n s  o f  ye ar s  ago wh en th e r e g io n  
expe r ience d  a di ffer ent c lima te . It i s  coal du s t .  I n  orde r  t o  
c o nduc t a s im il ar analy t ic  pr o c e s s  o n  Mar s in 1975, we f ace t he nee d 
t o  c ompl ete the de velo pme nt o f  aut omati c and m i niat ur is e d l if e  
dete c t io n  e quipme nt for the V i ki ng mi s s io ns .  T h e  automa t ic 
.ins tr wne nt s will  be c apable o f  d e te c t  i hg b io -or g ani c mat t er ,  me t abo l ic 
ac t i vi t y  and g r ow t h  o f  or g ani sm s . 



. .  
-

-11 -

B y  he a t i ng samp l�s t o  t he gese o u s  s t a t e, b i olog i c all y 
sig nif i c an t  mo le c ule s can be i de n t if i ed o n  �h e ba s i s  of th eir 
pe c ul i a r  aff i ni t ie s  fo r an 9.rr a.y o f  ab s orbe nt ma te r i al . The he a t ing 
pro ce ss i s  calle d p yro lys i s , and t h e  d i ff e re n t i a l  a bsor p t i on pr o ce ss 
i s  calle d chr oma t o g rcph y. I t  is po s s ib le w i th the se pr o ce s se s t o  
ide nt if y .all o f  t he subs t a nc e s o f  ma j o r b i o log i c a l  sig nif i ca nce e xce p t  
t he nuc leic a cids . Whe n t h 8  g a s  ch ro mato gr aph i s  c oup le d  wi t h  a 
ma s s  s p ec t rome t e r ,  a c he ru:cal ana lyse r o f  gre a t  powe r i s  pr o d uc ed.  
T he com bi ne d  i nst rume nt unde r de ve lo pme n t  f o r  th e Mar s mi ss i o ns 
ne ar ly dupl i c at e s  the capab i l i t y  o f  full- s i z e manua ll y  o per a t ed 
l a bo ra t or y  i ns t r ume nt s .  A n  a u t omate d ami no a c i d  anal ys er i s  be ing 
mi ni a t ur i se d  for po t ent i al u se i n  pl a ne t a ry exp l o ra t i o n . T h i s  
a nal yser i s  capable no t o nly o f  am i no ac id anal ys i s but also nucle i c  
a cid i de nt if i cat i o no T he se a nd o the r life de te c t i o n  t e ch ni q ue s 
mu s t  no w be i nt e g ra t e d  and t e s t e d so t h at a paylo ad can be a s s emble d 
to  a ch ie ve the b i oscie n ce o b je ct ive s o f  t he V i ki ng m i s s io ns .  

(C re d i t �  u. s. Info rmat io n Se rvi ce , L o ndon . )  

QUOTE f r om Ame ri ca n  a s t ro nome r D ro Je A lle n H yne k, forme r ly 
scie n t i fi c co ns ul t a nt t o  the  U. So A i r F o rce UFO i nve s t iga t i o n  age nc y 
P r oj e c t  Bl ue bo o k  ( no �N" d i sb aricie.d ) � ·" study of 't he -·tJF·o ph enome no n w i ll g o  
o n  de sp i t e  t h e  rid i c ule b arri e r. I t  i s  unl ike l y,  howe ve r, t h at 
g o ve rnme nt ag e nc ie s  c a n  pro v i de f und i ng f o r such s t udie s i n  the l igh t 
o f  the C o nd o n  R e p o rt a nd the Air F o rce ac ti o n . A se rio us, q ui e t , 
co nt i nu i ng i nve s t ig at tqp,_, she lt.ere d f ro m  th e gl are o f  publ i ci t y  a nd 
suppor t e d by pr i va te  o r  fo unda tio n fund s ,  i s  the l i kely a nswe r .  I t  
sh o uld be c o nd ucte d b y  de d i c at e d  p h ysi ca l  a nd b eh a vi o ur a l  sc ie nt i s t s  
who me e t  the re q u i re me nt s fo r s ci e nt i s t s  o nce s et dow n  b y  the f amo u s  
ph ys i c i st Sch roe d i ng e r, f a t h e r  o f  q uant um me ch ani cs , who sa i d g  �The 
f ir st re q ui re me nt of a s cie n ti s t i s  t h at he be c ur i o u s ;  he mu s t  be 
c apable of be i ng a s t o ni she d a nd e age r to f i nd o ut '" .  T ha t  e xt ract 
wa s ta ke n f ro m  a n  ar t i cle wri t t e n  b y  D re Hy ne k wh i ch a p pe· are d  in the 
Apr i l  22, 1 970 , i s sue o f  " T h� C h ri s t ia n  Scie nce Mo ni t o r". 

ANA LYSI S O F  STGHTING REPO RT S
.
i Pre li mi nar y a na ly s i s ha s now b ee n  made 

o f  s ome of t he ma ny UFO .re po rt s  re ce i ve d  b y  the Bri t i sh UFO R e s earc h  
A s s o ci at i on (BUFO RA ) o ve r t he ye a rs . Th e f i rst  b a t ch c o ns i s t s  of · 
8 7 8  co mmuni c a t i o ns,  some co nt a i ning mo re tha n o n e  re po rt ; c o nc e rni ng 
sig h t ing s be t we e n  1 925 a nd 1 96 7 . Wi tho u t  a do ub t ,  t he pe a k  ye ar for 
si g h t i ng s was 1 967 ,  wh en t h e  " f lyi ng -er o s se s" we r e  see n i n  t he 
O kehamp t o n  d i st ri ct o f  D e vo n . The f o l lowing i s  a n  i ni t i al b re a kdown 
o f  sig h t i ng s,  g iv i ng t he numb er. of UF O s  se e q dur i ng ea eh ye ar : 

p re -1 950 = 10 1 954 = 10 1 95 9  = 1 8  1 964 = 1 9  
1 950 = 2 1 955 = 9 1 960 = 3 8 1 96 5  = 7 2  
1 95 1  = 2 1 956 = 11  .1 96 1 = 10 3 1 96 6  = 1 21 
1 952 = 4 1957 = 22 1 96 2 ·= 73 1 967 = 310 
1 953 = 1 1 958 = 1 7  1963 = 36 

(Cre d i t :  B UFO RA R es ea rch Bul1 e ti n v·o l .  3 N o  • 4).  
... -------,...-------- -... --------- ... 

. .. - . .  _. .. . . 
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NAT I ONA L S KYWAT CH�  T h i s  ye ar N a t io nal S kywa tch D a y ha s bee n s e t  f or 
J unE? 27 /2 8. OnQe ag a i n  Pewle y D own , G uildf or d , h as be en  c h o se n  a s  
t he Br i t i sh he adq uar te r s a nd S IG AP will  be a cti ng as ho s t s  to BUFOR A. 
T he -s kywatch , fol lowi ng the patter n  se t i n  r e c e n t  ye ar s ,  will be g in 
a t  ? p . m .  I t  wi ll c o nti nue . t hr o ug h  the shor t s umme r n ig h t ,  e n di ng a� 
6 a.�m. on. J une .2 8 , unl e s s any th i ng un u s ual i s  se e n  of co urse l 
Vo l u�te e ��-ar e r e q �ir e d  f or the f ollo wing sh i f t s :  

· 

S h if t  1� 7 p . m. t .o 9 p .m. 
S h if t  2� 9 p.m. t o  11 p.m .  
Sh if t 3 : 11 p.m .  to 1 a .m .  
Sh ift  4: 1 ·a .  m. to  3 a .m .  
S h if t  5� 3 a . m. t o  5 a .m. 
S h i f t  6� 5 a ,.m. t o  6 a . m. 

Ob se rve r s  sho uld br i ng alo ng a no t e pad ,  pe ncil , wa tch , to r ch , 
c omp a s s ,  a nd any o p t·i cal e q u ipme n t  a va i l able , e . g .  came r a , t e le s co pe 
a n d  b i no c ul ar s .  T ho se want i ng to ta ke part ·in t h e  skywa t ch sh o ul d  
wr i te or  te le pho ne Se cte ta iy D i c k  B��t 6i C hriir mari Omar F owle r ,  s ay i ng 
wh i ch sh i f ts the y wo uld pr e fe r  to ob se r ve o n. Le t ' s  hope th e we a th e r  
ke e p s  f i ne 1 

MEET INGS : T h e  next two S IG AP me e ti ng s  will be he l d  o n  J ULY 21  a nd 
SEPT EMBER 22 . T h e re wil l  no t be a n  Augus t me et i ng , be c a u se of  
hol i qa ys . The g ue s t s pe ake r  at  th e J ul y  me e t i ng w ill be  the  
RE V-.. · ALFRED BEL LER BY, M . A ., of  G a te sb ur y, Wo nersh, S ur r e y.  F or mE;lr 
g a m�s co a c h  and f or m  ma s ter a t  a p ub li c  s cho ol , Mr . Belle r �y w i ll 
g i ye· a· tal k e nti tle d :  " UNS OLVED WOR LD MYSTERIES " c Wha t  happe ned- t o  
the c�e w o f  the  Mar y .C e le s te ? I s  the re an Abom i nable S no wma n and 
Lo c h  Ne s s  Mo n s t e -r ?  Ar e the r e  Gadge ts i n  the S ky? T he se ar e some o f;  
the .. to pi <? s Ml'. Be l l er b y wil l  tal k  abo ut B-nd s ug g e s t  po s sib le 
e xplanq·tio n s .  T h i s sho uld  be  a par t i cul ar l y  int er e s t i ng l e c t ure . 
Ma k e- a ·no t e  o f  th e d at e  in yo ur d i ar y  no w .  Bo t h  J ul y  and S e p t embe r 
me e t i ng s ·wil l  be h el d , as u s ual ,  i n  th e cante e n  of  the P l as t ic C o a t i ng s  
F act or y, G uildfor d ,  s tar t·i ng a t  8 p . m; · 

AMER1C AN UF O E XP ERT VISI TS ENG LAND :  Ame r i c an a s t r o nome r D r . Alle n 
H yn�k , t h e  man · who h nndle d t ho u s and s o f  UF O r e po r t s  wh ile c i vil i an 
co.nsul t ant  t o  ·Pr o je c t  Bl ue b o o k,  the now d i sbande d US AF UF O age nc y_ , . • 
i� v i �iting E ng l and i n  A ug us t . T h e  pr ime p ur po se o f  h i s vi s i t i i  t �  
a t t e n d thEi 1 4th Ge ne ro.l .As se mbl y of the I n t e r nat i o nal A s t r o no mica l · 
Un io n· (lAU), t o  be  ne l d  i ri  Br i g h to n  a nd the  Uni ve r s i t y  o f  S u s s ex· . 
be t we e n Aug u s t  18 and 27 . The  o nl y  pr e v i o u s  IA U G e ne r al As se mbl i t o  
he l d  in t h e  Unit e d  Ki ng dom was t h e  se c o n d ,  in  1 92 5  at C ambr idg e . 
Wh ile  ove r he r e , D r . H yne k ,  wh o c o ns ul ts i nf ormal l y  wi t h- S I GAP , will 
be me e t i ng var io u s UFO r e s e ar che r s . "Pe g a su s "  Edi t or Ran T o f t  i s  bne 
o f  tho se who have be e n  i nvi te d t o  a tte nd a pr i vate meet i ng wi th 
Dr . H yne k ,  to dls c u s s var io u s uf o log i c al ma t te r s.· A da te · .. for th e 
me e t i ng ha s ye t t o  be se t ,  b ut i t  w il l  pro b ably be at  th e e nd o f  
Augus t ,  in  Lon do n.  A f ul l  r e po r t  of  t h e  me e t i ng w ill e ve nt ual l y  
app e ar in " Pe g a s·u s " . · 



.. 
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GHO STLY FOOTST:f,PS IN WARMIIJSTER � H:1rminster, s ce ne o f  .mo.ny o. w i e r d  
hap pe ni ng i n  r e ce nt ye ar $ , i s  now pl ag ue d  b y  gho s t l y  fo o t s te p s . 
Mr. W i lliam S to c k, o f  2 2 (;_.�n�I·e D r i ve, Epping , Es sex ,  and fo ur fr i e nd s  
he ar d t h e m  a t  a b o u t  l o. . mo"'/q .q; th e  nig h t o f  F r id ay, Ma y 8. After 
par ki ng a m i ni -van, t wo of ·� ��b .:e . · g ro up s t 3r t e d  t o  wal k_._t owar d s  t he cop se 
o n  C r adle H i ll, Warm i ns t e r , · . . e . . ·JJ?O va nt ag e p o i nt .  Mr �· · &to ck said i n  a 
t a pe -r e c or de d  i nt e r v ie w wi t h  ;:�IGAP C ha irman Omar F o wle r ·: ;J:r:·· ; .. �. � ,, '-

.:.-� .
. 

'We he ard ve r y  st r ange f oo t ste ps . Ve r y  he avy and s low a s  i f  
some o ne ve r y  l arge wa s wa lki ng o n  gr o.ve l.  ·The y wer e wa lki ng t o war d s  
us d o wn t he hi ll" We s t o od and l i s te ne d  for a while , a nd the n s t ar t e d  
t o  c owe r , r unni ng ba ck t o  the  car .  We he ar d the fo o t s te p s  c omi ng 
t owar d s · . us s t i ll .  Wh en .th e y  we r e  ·'''in f ull r a nge  o f  the he ad-lamps , I 
tur ne d . them o n . B ut t h�Je vras no t h i ng t he re . I t 's a ll ve r y  str ang e "  • 

. :·:..., 
C .o nt i nued Mr. Stock·� "AboLJ.t o.n ho ur lat e r fo ur yo ung ch a ps c ame 

up . �haytr e qqi t e  r e g u lar up he r e  I t h i nk .  The y s ai d  t he y had he ar d 
e x a ct ly' --. the ·  sam� t h i ng a co u ple of vTe e ks pr e vi o us . Th e fo o t s te ps had 
come d ow n  the . r�ad a nd a ct ually '.Va lke d aro und t he ir c ar - for a bo ut 
a n  ho ur the y e s�i ina te d. , . although the y di d n' t se e a th i ng .  Th e y ke p t  
t ur ni ng on th e ii*'': .. lamp s vrhe n  i t  move d i n  fr o nt o f  th em " o 

ANC IENT UF O §: A c o nfe re nce on "Dr'O s i n  A nti quit y  and Pr e -H i s tor y", 
o r g ani se d  b y  the  British Flyi ng So.ucel, Bu.reo.u, was he ld .a t Sh ir ehamp t o n  
P ub li c  H al l , Br i s t ol ,  o n  Satu�do.y, M�y 16. SIGAP C h airma n  Omar F o wl er 
a nd o th e r  re pr e se nt a t ive s f�o� o 8r group at t e nde d i t . He re  i s O mar ' s  
r e  por t :  · 

The c o nf e re nc e  b eg an vrith an 3dd..r e s s of we lcome by the  Pr e s ide nt , 
C ap t � E .  L .  Plunke tt and t he n move d quickly o n  t o  a di s c us s io n  o n  
"b i bli c al e v ide nce ",  during ''·:-hi ch a nu."!lbe r o f  se le ct e d p as s age s we re  
r e ad and anal yse d .  The fo llowi ng talk on ar ch ae o log i ca l  e v ide nce was 
par t ly dampe ne d b y  t he fa ct that b ec au se of  t he br i ll iant sunsh i ne 
s tr e ami ng i nt o  t h e  h all , many o f  the co l o urful s lide s wer e  u nab le t o  
be sho wn. Howe ve r ,  Bureo.u Secr e tar y and Tr e a s ur er Mr . Grah am Knew s t ub 
g ave a mo s t  i nt e r es t i ng tal k on t he s ub j e c t  a nd Mr . L.  G. Ma y spo ke 
i n  g r e a t  de tail o n  mo de r n met�ods o f  a nalys i s , such as c ar bo n-da t i ng 
e t c .  La te r dur ing the pr ogr a�e I gave a t al k  o n  t h e  numbe r o f  
Br i t i sh UFO s ig h ti ng s  .r e por ted s o  f ar th i s  ye ar nnd ho w c.2r ef ·u1 
anal yt i c a l  i nve s t ignt i o n h as sho wn th at many r e por t s  c o uld be e x p la ine d 
a way a s  a ir cr af t , me te o rs Qnd nnt u.rnl phe nome na. A map of t he U.K. 
showe d t h e po.th s o f  UF O s  and me t e o r s . T h e  me e t i ng clos e d  aft e r  an 
" o pe n  fo r um" d i s cuss i o n, d ur ing uh i ch m any v i ew s  we r e  p ut for war d and 
mor e thnn o ne pe r s on bec�me a l it t le ho t unde r the c ollar . All live ly 

.de b at i ng ho we ve r , and o ne o f  t h �  mo re e nl igh te ni ng fe a t ure s o f  the 
co nfe r e nc e . D .r .  J ohn C le nr y -B 2 ke .r was n p rom i ne nt spe ake r and 
t og e the r wi th C ap t o Iv3r Mo. c ka y, g nve the audi e nce  ple nt y t o  t h i nk 
abo ut . B ur e au C h a i rman Mr� H. Lo Cob le y ke pt t h e  me e t i ng o n  cour se , 
but was unab le t o  ke e p  h i s  l o udly squeaking ta pe -r e corde r uhde r co ntr o l. 
Al l i n  a ll, an e njo yable me e t i ng ,  and •o u nde d off b y  t h e:BIGAP me mbe r s  
by h avi ng a m i ni s kywo. t ch o n  Cr adle H i ll, H arm i ns t e r ,  all

. w.e 11 
for t i f ie d  for t he nig h t  b y  t he e xce llent buffe t la id o n  a t  the 
c o nfer  e n c e • 



SIGAP Chairman Orn.-u- Fowler (left) ond Group Members Mrs. Roo9ma.ry Hick 
and Dick Colborne pictured above !lt the British Flying Saucer Research 
Bureau Conf'�rence held at Bri.stol on !�:.1y 16. In th� background is 
SIGAP'S Stand. 

B.U .F ,o.R�A. Chairman Capt. Ivar HacY..ay pointa out m area of recent 
'J.l ... O. activity to Arnold Weat (left) Md Dr. John Clea27-Baker (oentre) 
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NEW UFO GRO UP � S IGAP membe r Graham R a i ne ha s s tar te d  a UFO g r o up i n  
Be r ksh ire . Gr ah am r e c e ntl y  move d fr om My tche tt to Br a c kne ll , wh er e 
t he ne w gr o up i s  ba se d .  I t  i s  call e d  the Be r ksh ir e I nve s t i g a t ion 
G r o up on Ae r ia l  Phe nome na ( B IGAP ) �nd h a s about a do ze n  membe r s  n t  
pre s e nt . T he gr o up ' s inn ug ur al me e ti ng wn s he ld r e ce ntly at the 
W a. yc om F ac t or y  i n  Br n c kne ll ,  whe r e  Grahnm. i s  o. pr o d uc t i o n  planne r • 
S IGAP C ha irman OmJr F owl er wn s g ue s t  spe a ke r  a t  the  me e ti ng . H e  
ill ust r a t e d  h i s to.l k  w i th colo ur sl ide s o f  D an B utch e r 's UF O  
pa i n t i ng s . BI GAP i s  t o  ho ld mon t h l y  me e t i ng s .  Gr nh�m R � i ne i s  the 
g r o up cha irman . S I GAP wil l be  m a i n ta i n i ng clo s e  conta c t w i th i t s 
s i s t er g r o up BI GAP . For  f ur the r d e tn il s o.bout the new gro up ,  wr i te 
t o  BI GAP Se cr e t ar y  John  R ob e r t s ,  o f  H ar e wo od C ottage , B a t t le Br idg e ,  

W ar f i e l d ,  Be r ksh ire . ( Te l . B r a c knell  54 49) . 

MIN I -SKYWATCHE S � S I GAP me mbe r D i c k  C o lb or ne i s  c on s ide r i ng hol� i ng  a 
se r ie s o f  mi n i - s kywa t che s a t  var i o u s  lo c a ti on s  in  S ur r e y  d ur i ng the 
comi ng mon t h s .  A nyone int e r e s te d  in  t a ki ng par t in  a ny of th e se 
s kywa tche s sho uld wr i te to D i c k  a t  3 8- O r ie n tal R o ad , Wa king , S ur re y .  

NEW MEMBER � C ap t . I var Ma c kay , C ha ir ma n  o f  the Br i t i sh UFO R e s e �r ch 
A s s o c i a t ion , ha s be c ome a membe r o f  S IGAP . 

BOOKLET READ Y SOON : D an · B u t c he r ' s  l a te s t boo kle t: ''W a te r  and i ts 
S ym bo l i sm i n  UF O  :E n c o unter s '·' , sho uld b e  p ubl i shed  a t  th e e nd of J une , 
pr i c e  2s 6d pe r i s s ue ( 3 s  by po s t ) . Th e de ma nd i s  s ur e  t o  be gr e a t , 
so r e se r ve yo ur co py now wi t h  S IGAP Se cr e tar y D i c k  Be e t . 

Q UOTE from th e "Awa ke " mag a z ine , o ne o f  th e two j o ur nal s of  the 
Jehovah ' s Wi tne s se s  r el ig i o u s  · se c t� "The fac t i s th a t  th e fl y i ng ­
sa uce r e p i s ode wa s ma i nly a p sycho log i c al af fa ir , wh ich t o o k r oo t  
a nd f lo ur i she d in  the so il o f · ma n 's de e p -fe l t  i n se c ur i t y  i n  the se 
cr i t i c al day s . I t  offe r e d a tempo r ar y  d i ve r s i o n  and e s cape fr om 
t he  r � al prob lem s tha t o ve rwhe lm ma nki nd . B ut now i t  i s  c le ar tha t 
the f l yi ng -sa uc e r s pre se nt ne i the r a thr e a t  of ann i h ilati o n  nor a 
me s s ian i c  ho pe for salva tio n " . 

HOL IDAY � S I GAP C ha ir man Omar Fowl e r  '<J i l l be o n  ho l iday fr om J ul y  2 5-
A ug u s t  8 .  Wh ile  he i s  away al l i nq uir ie s sho uld be addr e s se d  t o  
S e  er e t  ar y D i c k B e  e t  . 

QUOTE f r om P r ofe s so r  C ar l  Sag an , a l e ading Ame r i ca n  a s tr o nome r and 
e xo b iolog i s t : " I n  phy s i c s ,  a s  i n  much o f  sc i e nce , the r e  ar e no 
pe rmane nt  tr u th s .  The r e  i s  a se t of a pp r ox ima t ions , g e tti ng c l6 s e r  
a nd c lo se r , a nd pe o p le mu s t  alway s b e  r e ady t o  r e v i se wha t i n  the 
p a s t  ha s be e n tho ugh t to be th e ab sol ute ,  g o s pe l  tr u th " . 
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MERCURY REVEALS IT SECRETs· � · T he ve i l  o f  se cre cy i s  a t  l a s t  
b e g i nn i ng t o  fal l fr om t he plane t Me r c ur y ,  o ne o f  t h e  ·mo s t  e nigma t i c 
o b j e c t s  i n  the  s olar - sys te m .  Me r c ur y  i s  the smalle s t  plane t known · 
to . a s tr o nome r s and al so the c lo se s t  t o  the s un .  R o tat i ng o n  i t s 
axi s once  e ve r y  59 day s , Me r c ur y  ha s an ex treme ly e c c e ntr i c  or b i t , 
i t s · d i s t ance  fr om the s un var y i ng fr om 2 8 -45 mill ion  mile s .  A l tho ug h  

, Mer c ur y wa s known t o  t h e  anc i e n t s ,  l i t t le mor e t h a n  d u s ky mar ki ng s 
· have e ve r  be e n se e n  o n  i t s s ur f ace . B ut now s e veral lar ge , almo s t  

c on t i ne nt - s i ze d r o ug h  s p o t s have be e n  d i scove r e d  o n  the 3 , 100 mile 
d iame te r plane t b y  r a dar a s t r o nome r s at the G o ld s t one Tr ac k i ng 
S t a t io n  o f  the C al ifor n ia I n s t i t u te  o f  Te chno logy ' s  Je t Pr op ul s i o n  
Lab o r a t or y  ( JPL ) . T he to pogr aph i c  f ea t ur e s se em t o  l ie alo ng a n  
800 -mile e a s t -we s t  s tr e t ch near Me r c ur y ' s  e q ua t or , acc or d i ng t o  

. D r .  R i char d M .  G o ld s te i n , he ad o f  JPL ' s Commun i c a t io n s  R e s e ar c h  
Se c t io n .  " T he r o ug h  f ea t ur e s o f  Mer c ur y  se e m  s imil ar t o  the o ne s we 
h ave o b se r ve d  e ar l ie r  o n  Ve n u s " , sa id D r . G old s t e  in . "Exce p t  the y 
ar e lar g e r ,  r e l a t ive t o  the s i ze o f  the d i s c , a nd have muc h le s s  
c o nt r a s t  to  t h e  s ur r o und i ng ar e a s o  Par t o f  th i s r e duc t i on in  
co n t r a s t  can be  a t tr i b ut e d  to  the . ge ne r ally smo o t her s ur face of  Venus . 
T he r o ug h  f e a t ur e s  of  b o t h  Me r c ur y  and Ve nus  se em t o  sh ar e an 
af f i n i ty for m i ddle l a t i t ude s " . T he JP1 ob se r va t io n s  ar e amo ng the  
mo s t  de f i ni t i ve ye t made of  M� r c ury . R o ughly '' mi ll io n  mile s from 
E ar th at  the t ime of ob s er va t io n , Me r c ur y  p r e se n t s i n  D r . Go ld s t e in ' s 
wo r d s g "A ve ry d iff i c ul t  t ar g e t , hav i ng abo u t  t h e  r adar e f f e c t i ve ne s s  
o f  a d ime a t  10 , o o o  mile s " . · A t  pr e s e n t  t he r e i s  no way o f  
d e te rmi n i ng whe t h e r  the r o ug h  s po t s ar e mo un ta i n s , bo ulde r f i e l d s ,  
or cr a t e r s ,  b u t  f ur t he r r adar s t ud i e s may be made be for e the p lanne d 
1 973 Ve nus -Me r c ur y  space cr af t fly-by . T h i s  pr o j e c t  will be t h e fir st  
t o  s t udy and t a ke p i c t ur e s  of  two plane t s .  

GERM SURVIVES ON THE MOON : A micr o-o r g an i sm tha t h i t che d a r ide to 
the mo o n  in Apr il , 1967 ,  o n  bo ar d  the  Ame r i can  soft -land i ng r o b o t  
c r af t S ur ve yor I I I , and wa s bro ug h t b a c k  b y  t h e  A pollo  12 a s tr o na u t s 
l a s t  Nove mbe r , i s  s t i l l  al i ve and th r i vi ng . T h i s di s covery ha s � 
a s t o unde d s c ie n t i s t s . F or i t  ha s alway s be e n  tho ug h t  that  the  l a c k  

-- o f  wa te r or any a tmo sphe r e  o n  t he moon , pl us  t h e  c o n s tant bomb ar dme n t  
by l e thal r ad i a t i o n ,  wo uld have l ong ago k ille d off  a ny E ar th ge r·m · · 
tha t a c c ide nt al ly f ound i t s way to th e l unar s ur f ace . T h i s  
d i s co ve ry ,  mad e  by C ap t . F r e d  M i t ch e ll � t  t h e  L unar R e ce ivi ng 
Labor at or y  i n  H o u s t o n , T exa s , i s  almo s t  ce r t a i n  t o  br i ng i n t o  t he 
o pe n ag a i n  t h e  muc h  d e ba t e d  q ue s t i o n :  " I s the r e  l ife on  t h e  mo on? " 
L ife , i t  se e m s , i s  much har d ie r  than s c i e n t i s t s  had e ve r  e nv i sage d� 
T he mi cr o -or g a n � sm , STR ETO CO CC US HI T IS , s ur vi ve d  for 9 50 day s on the 
mo o n  o n  S ur ve yo r  I I I ' s came r a  ar ray and wa s d i s co ve r e d  wh e n  the 
c ame r a  wa s br o ug h t  b a c k  to  e ar th for e x am i na t io n .  T he ge r m  is of 
t he type · th a t  ca u se s mild r e s p i r a t o ry i nfe c t i o n s . 
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J o ur nal 

of  . t he 

s u s 

S urr e v  I nve s t iga t io n  G r o up O n  Ae r ial Phe nome na 

ED I TOR � R o n  To f t ,  14 B uc kh ur s t  R oad , Fr imle y Gr e e n ,  C AMBERLEY , 
S ur re y . • 

Ar t i cl e s f or p ubl i c a t i o n  i n  " Pe g a s us " ,  be  th e y  lo ng or sh or t ,  are 
e x tre me ly we l c ome . T he y  sho uld be se n t  to  th e Ed i t or .  View s 
e xpr e s se d  i n  'P ega s us '• ar·e no t ne ce s sar ily tho se o f  the S IGAP 
Ex e c ut ive C omm i t te e .  Ex tr ac t s  may be t a ke n  fr om the mag a z i ne 
pr o v id e d  the y ar e in  c onte x t  and f ul l  cr ed i t s g ive n .  I nd ividual 
c o p ie s of " Pe g a s us " qr e o b t a i nab le fr om the Se cre tar y  a t  2 s  e a ch . 
( By po s t , 6d e x tr a ) . 

Ex chang e  p ub l i c a t i o n s  and adver t_ i s eme n t s sho uld be se nt  to the 
E d i t or t o o . T h e  ad ver t i s i ng r a't e s ar e a s  fo l l ow s �  

C l a s s i f ie d :  Membe r s  2 d  pe r wor d .  No n -me mbe r s 4d o 
D i s pl ay � Q uar te r -page 1 5 s . H nl f-p ag e  30 s . F ul1.-page 5 5 s  • . 

Spe c i al di spl ay r a t e s  are avail a bl e  to membe r s .  

S IGAP C HA IRMAN � O mnr F owle r , 14 9 My t ch e t t  R o ad , My t c he t t �  
C AMBERLE Y ,  S ur r e y . T e l .  F ar nb or o ugh 410 12 . 

1 1  SE CR ETARY g D i c k  Be e t , 23 C o n t h Qm Pl ace , CR ANLE IGH , Sur r e y .  
T e l . Cr an1e igh  4420 . · 

" TR EAS UR ER � M i s s  Mar jo r i e  D alle y ,  Lnwr e nc e  Farm , Buc kl nnd , 
BET C HW OR TH , S ur r e y . 

C omm i t te e  memb er s g  O mnr F owl e r , D i c k  Be e t , M i s s  Mar j or ie D al le y ,  
P e te r H i l l  ( v i ce -chn ir mo.n ) , R on T of t , D i c k  C olbor ne ( l ibr ar ian ) , 
D an B ut che r  and Robe r t  S ki nne r . 

All membe r sh i p  and o ther  ge ne r al i nq u ir ie s t o  the  S e cr e t ary . UFO 
r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  · cha irman . O r d i nar y membe r sh iP �  1 5s pe r year . 
J un ior me mbe r sh ip ( 14-16  ye ar s )  7 s  6d . 

§ IGAP Board of C o n s ul ta n t s �  

J oh n  Adams , B . S c .  F . R . Me t . s . , 
T im C h i lde r ho use . 
R e v .  N orma n  C o c kb ur n ,  M .  A . , B . D . , Ph . D . 
S t uar t  M ille r ,  B . A .  
R o nald P il ki ng t o n  
Pro  f e s s  or F r a n  k B • S al i s b ur y , P h  . D • 

( O PT ICAL PHYSIC S )  
( SPACE & SAT EL L I T E  R E SEARCH ) 
( TH E O LO GY ) 
( PSYCH O LO G Y )  
( ME TEO RO LO GY ) 
( EXO B I O LOGY ) 

PEGASUS i s  pr i nte d and p ubl i she d by the S urr e y  I nve s t ig a t ion 
G r o up o n  Aer i al Ph e nome na . 
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